148                    TO GEORGE GRQTE

Except as a part of the general rout of men of brains or of
strong opinions at these elections, I doubt if my rejection
is to be regretted even on public grounds, and on private
it is most heartily to be rejoiced at. I do not gather from
my friends in Westminster any very clear accounts of the
cause of my defeat, but I put it down myself mainly to
three causes: the inferiority of the organisation directed
by a committee to that which is pushed by one individual,
the immense influence of money, and the dislike of the
vestries to the Metropolitan Bill. With such good causes
as these, every little helps to swell the general result, and
with Disraeli for a leader, the Tories are better fitted to
take advantage of every possible chance than they have
been for a long time. Of course if my own rashness cost
the seat I should not the less have done what I have done,
for after all, Gladstone can better afford to lose one vote
than I and those who care for me can afford that I should
not act up to my principles. But as a matter of fact, I
greatly doubt whether Bradlaugh, Bouverie, &c., are at all
accountable for my defeat.

Helen thanks you very much for your kind mention of
her in your letter. But she feels the relief, if possible, with
even more pleasure than I do. Her health suffers very
much from the English climate, and she is very deeply
imbued with the conviction that one true principle set
afloat in the world does more for progress than one hundred
points of practical detail. I am not sure whether she does
not dislike my being in Parliament more than I did myself,
as she certainly suffered more from it in health; but she
would not give in, and made it a point of pride to encourage
me to stay at the post as long as there seemed any chance
of my doing anything at it. On the whole, we both feel that
circumstances have decided well for us. We think I was
able to do some good work while I was in the House, and
we look forward with delight to being able now to work in a
much pleasanter manner. I shall soon have the " Analysis "
ready for the press, and have other projects in view.

With our kind regards to Mrs. Grote, whose health, we
hope, continues to improve.